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From General Butler
Head Quarters, Dept Va., & No. Carolina, FOBTBHSS MONBOH, December IQth, 1864
Hon. P. H. WATSON, Asst. Sec'y. of War
SIR: Upon consultation with Colonel Olcott about Strout's matter, it occurs to me that as most of his acts were committed before the Fraud Acts of March 3rd, 1863, he being arrested on the 16th of March, that he may be amenable to a provost court as a citizen in the employ of the government, and acting falsely and fraudently to his employer, to wit, the Government. If so, and he can be tried by a Provost Judge in the Provost Court of this Department in which I have a very able judge, strict justice will be done to him and that speedily.
A court martial is a very unwieldy, troublesome, expensive, tedious, and sometimes inconclusive process, its members exposed to various influences which cannot be brought to bear upon an upright judge, who knows and respects his position as judge, to which he is accustomed.
I have no doubt of the matter myself, but it is a matter of some importance. Please suggest it to Mr. Whiting, Solicitor of the War Department, and if you think best to Judge Holt, so that if any revision or appeal is made to that Department we may not find that we have proceeded "mopes concilii."
So much time will be saved and so much more satisfactory result will be arrived at, that I myself am very much in favor of this course.
I was accustomed to try in the Department of the Gulf, and I see by the papers that it is still the custom to try much more considerable cases with very great severity of punishment before that court, and there has been no disturbance of that process, or of those records, by any revising officer.
While this point is being examined by you, we will lose no time, because the Prosecuting Officer will be employed in the necessary preparations.
Col. Olcott concurs in these views, and I would send him to Washington to represent them, could I afford the time.   Awaiting your reply, I have the honor to be, Very respectfully, Yr. Obdt. Servt., B. F. BUTLER, Maj. General Commd'g.